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HOGS  ON  FARMS  JUNE  1,  FARROWINGS,  AND  PIG  CROPS 


Item 


1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1977/76 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

%  change 

59,437 

48,165 

54,050 

54,100 

0 

8,905 

7,405 

8,415 

8,598 

+  2 

50,532 

40,760 

45,635 

45,502 

0 

23,858 

18,502 

21,788 

21,509 

-1 

12,181 

9,974 

1 1,210 

10,818 

-3 

7,835 

6,909 

7,242 

7,569 

+5 

4,955 

4,298 

4,378 

4,559 

+4 

1,703 

1,077 

1,017 

1,047 

+3 

6,372 

4,969 

5,797 

6,063 

+5 

5,466 

4,964 

5,867 

'6,144 

+5 

45,075 

35,534 

42,228 

43,091 

+2 

38,879 

35,803 

42,354 

'  44,421 

+5 

7.07 

7.15 

7.28 

711 

■2 

7.11 

7.21 

7.22 

'  7.23 

0 

Inventory  .  .  .  . 
Breeding  .  . . 
Market  .  .  .  . 

-60  lb.  .  .  . 

60-119  lb. 

120-179  lb. 

180-219  lb. 

220  +  lb.  . 

Sows  farrowing 
Dec. -May  .  . 
June-Nov.  .  . 

Pig  crops 
Dec-May   .  . 
June-iMov.  .  . 

Pigs  per  litter 
Dec. -May   .  . 
June-Nov.  .  . 


'  Intentions. 


LIVESTOCK  AND  MEAT  SITUATION 

By  Eldon  Ball 


HOGS 

On  June  1,  hog  producers  planned  an 
increase  of  5  percent  in  the  number  of 
sows  farrowing  during  June-November. 
By  quarters,   intended  farrowings  show  a 
5  percent  increase  for  June-August  and 
4  percent  more  for  the  September-Novem- 
ber quarter. 

With  only  moderate  gains  in  pork  out- 
put and  contraseasonal  declines  in  corn 
prices,  hog  operations  have  been  prof- 
itable most  of  this  year.     Hogs  added 
to  the  breeding  herd  since  December  1 
exceeded  500  thousand  head,  with  that 
inventory  up  7  percent  from  December 
and  2  percent  larger  than  the  previous 
June  1.     A  more  significant  buildup  in 
the  breeding  herd  is  likely  over  the 
next  6  months  if  crop  prospects  conti- 
nue to  improve.     The  increase  in  far- 
rowings  for  June-August  should  match 
intentions,  but  a  larger  increase  is 
likely  during  the  fall  quarter.     If  so, 
slaughter  through  the  first  half  of 
1978  could  be  up  a  tenth. 

Evident  from  the  June  Report  was  the 
significant  impact  on  the  hog  industry 
of  severe  weather  and  accompanying  dis- 
ease problems  during  the  past  winter. 
Last  December  1,  farrowing  intentions 
for  March-May  of  this  year  suggested  a 
4-percent  increase.     The  planned  in- 
crease as  of  March  1  was  reduced  to  3 
percent.     Actual  farrowings  were 
slightly  smaller  than  a  year  earlier, 
although  hog-feed  price  relationships 
would  have  suggested  a  buildup  greater 
than  initially  planned.     A  significant 
percentage  of  sows  scheduled  to  farrow 
during  the  spring  either  aborted  or 
failed  to  breed.     Farrowings  as  a  per- 
cent of  the  March  1  breeding  inventory 
were  the  lowest  since  1975  when  pro- 
ducers were  liquidating  breeding 
stocks.     With  the  smaller  pig  crop, 
slaughter  this  fall  will  be  reduced 
from  the  previous  year. 

Also  significant  were  death  losses 
among  pigs  of  weaning  age  and  older. 


estimated  to  be  a  fifth  larger  than 
during  December  1975-May  1976.  The 
inventory  of  market  hogs  in  the  middle 
weight  groups  was  unchanged  from  the 
previous  year,  although  the  winter 
quarter  pig  crop  was  8  percent  larger. 
Slaughter  this  summer  may  only  equal 
that  of  a  year  ago. 

Second  Half  Output  Likely  Unchanged 
From  Year  Earlier 

The  inventory  of  market  hogs  on  farms 
June  1,  unchanged  from  a  year  earlier, 
should  largely  account  for  slaughter 
during  the  second  half.     The  number  in 
the  heavier  weight  groups  was  reflected 
in  June  slaughter  statistics.  Hogs 
weighing  60  to  180  pounds  on  June  1  are 
associated  with  slaughter  during  the 
summer.     Implied  is  a  commercial  kill 
of  18  to  18^2  million  head.  Through 
early  summer  slaughter  will  exceed  that 
of  a  year  ago,  but  reductions  are  like 
late  in  the  quarter.     Weekly  slaughter 
under  Federal  inspection  may  average 
around  1.3  million.     The  heaviest  week- 
ly kill  in  late  summer  may  not  exceed 
1 . 5  million. 

Slaughter  this  fall  will  be  drawn 
largely  from  the  inventory  of  market 
hogs  weighing  under  60  pounds.  The 
June  1  inventory  was  reduced  1  percent 
from  a  year  earlier,  but  a  greater 
percentage  reduction  in  slaughter  is 
likely.     A  decline  in  the  breeding 
inventory  from  June  1  to  December  1  is 
typical  as  sows  are  culled  following 
the  seasonally  large  March-May  pig 
crop.     Supplementing  slaughter  during 
the  second  half  of  1976  was  the 
liquidation  of  approximately  400  thou- 
sand head  of  breeding  stock.     Perhaps  a 
100  thousand  head  reduction  in  the 
breeding  herd  took  place  during  the 
fall  quarter.     With  prospects  for  an- 
other large  grain  crop  this  year, 
slaughter  may  be  limited  by  a  200  to 
300  thousand  head  buildup  in  the  breed- 
ing herd  over  the  same  6  month  period. 
Most  of  this  increase  in  the  breeding 
herd  would  be  expected  during  the  fall 
when  feed  grain  supplies  are  known. 


Increased  gilt  slaughter  as  well  as  supply  of  competing  meats  should 

heavy  culling  of  sows  fails  to  fully  strengthen  the  demand  for  pork.  Al- 

explain  the  unusually  large  slaughter  though  seasonal  weakness  in  slaughter 

during  the  fall  of  1976.     Whether  im-  hog  prices  may  be  more  apparent  than 

plied  is  an  underestimation  of  that  for  retail  prices,  an  expected  7-market 

year's  March-May  pig  crop  or  acceler-  average  near  $40  per  100  pounds  would 

ated  marketings  cannot  be  determined,  be  S5  to  $7  above  a  year  ago. 

although  curtailed  slaughter  early  this  Double  Digit  Increase  in  1978  Pork 

year  may  have  been  the  slack  period  Supply  a  Possibility 

that  would  follow  any  significant  If  hog  producers  carry  out  reported 

change  in  the  marketing  scheme.  plans  for  a  5  percent  increase  in  the 

Slaughter  this  October-December  may  be  fall  pig  crop,  an  increase  in  hog 

reduced  3  to  4  percent  from  a  year  ago.  slaughter  of  7  to  8  percent  through  the 

Pork,  Hog  Prices  This  Summer  Seasonally  first  half  of  1978  is  likely. 
Higher;  Year-To-Year  Increases  This  Fall     Farrowing  intentions  suggesting  a  5- 

Retailers  are  now  passing  earlier  in-  percent  increase  for  June-August  should 

creases  in  slaughter  hog  prices  on  to  approximate  actual  farrowings,  as 

consumers.     This  upward  price  trend  breeding  plans  were  implemented  before 

will  continue  into  the  summer,  probably  the  June  1  survey  date.     Less  certain 

peaking  in  July  or  August.     Although  are  intentions  for  the  fall  quarter, 

the  pork  supply  this  summer  may  be  no  The  June  1  hogs  and  pigs  inventory  was 

larger  than  a  year  ago,  retail  prices  no  greater  than  a  year  ago,  while  a 

only  as  high  as  a  year  ago  are  likely,  continued  buildup  was  generally  antici- 

despite  continued  growth  in  consumer  pated.     Price  expectations  likely  were 

income,  higher  poultry  prices,  and  revised  upward.     Moreover,  recent  grain 

perhaps  a  5  percent  smaller  beef  sup-  stocks  and  planted  acreage  estimates 

ply.     Different  from  1976  is  expected  argue  against  usual  seasonal  increases 

stability  in  prices  during  the  second  in  grain  prices  this  summer  and  for 

half  this  year,  both  at  farm  and  still  lower  corn  prices  through  much  of 

retail.  1978.     Corn  in  all  storage  positions  on 

The  suramer-over-spring  advance  in  June  1  exceeded  year  earlier  stocks  by 

retail  pork  prices  may  exceed  10  per-  a  fourth.     The  large  acreage  planted  to 

cent.     A  widening  of  the  gross  market-  corn  suggests  another  big  crop,  given 

ing  spread  for  pork  is  likely.     Hogs  adequate  rainfall.     Producers  are  not 

may  trade  briefly  at  or  about  $50  dur-  likely  to  greatly  increase  resources 

ing  early  summer  with  the  quarterly  committed  to  hog  production  until  crop 

average  in  the  middle-$40  range,  little  prospects  are  clearer,  but  prospects  to 

changed  from  the  previous  quarterly  date  could  spur  a  farrowing  increase 

average.  double  that  indicated. 

For  the  fall  quarter,  retail  pork  With  this  year's  harvested  corn 

prices  may  average  10  to  12  percent  acreage  the  same  as  last,  and  assuming 

above  relatively  the  low  fourth  quarter  comparable  per  acre  yields,   the  corn 

of  1976.     Little  seasonal  decline  in  crop  would  exceed  6  billion  bushels, 

retail  prices  is  expected.  Estimated  carryout  of  old  crop  corn 

Beef  supplies  will  be  reduced,  both  this  October  1  is  more  than  double  that 

seasonally  and  from  the  previous  year,  of  a  year  earlier.     If  crop  prospects 

Perhaps  more  significant  this  fall  will  continue  generally  favorable  here  and 

be  the  composition  of  beef  supplies.  abroad,  corn  prices  may  average  around 

Many  pork  cuts  compete  more  directly  the  loan  level — announced  at  $1.75 

with  lower  priced  cuts  of  beef.     While  bushel — at  peak  harvest, 
the  reduction  in  total  beef  supplies  While  the  prospective  price 

this  fall  may  parallel  that  for  the  relationship  between  cash  grain  and 

summer,  grass  fed  slaughter  may  be  hogs  would  provide  a  fairly  clear 

reduced  seasonally,  with  year-to-year  incentive  to  expand  hog  production, 

reductions  greater.     This  shift  in  the  initial  increases  in  production  may  be 


limited  to  excess  capacity  in  the 
industry.     Hog  production  has  trended 
toward  fewer  and  larger  units.  With 
substantial  capital  costs  involved  in 
hog  production,   there  are  fewer  grain 
farmers  who  will  enter  the  hog  business 
when  returns  for  corn  are  low  and  exit 
the  industry  when  hog  are  unprofitable. 
For  many  large  producers,  increased 
production  would  require  additional 
capital  outlay  for  facilities.     As  a 
result,  changes  in  production  come 
about  less  quickly.  Continued 
favorable  hog  prices  and  another  large 
corn  crop,  likely  will  prompt  hog 
producers  to  expand  further.  Still, 
the  rate  of  increase  in  farrowings  may 
not  exceed  10  percent  through  the  first 
half  of  1978.     Most  of  these  hogs  would 
be  slaughtered  during  the  second  half 
of  the  year.     This  suggests  an  increase 
in  slaughter  for  1978  around  10 
percent . 

1978  Pork  Prices  May  Be  Off  5  Percent, 
Greater  Decline  in  Slaughter  Hogs 

Approximate  slaughter  for  1978  will 
be  determined  by  economic  conditions 
through  1977.     Prices  will  serve  to 
allocate  the  largely  predetermined 
supply.     Actual  prices  reflect  consumer 
demand  for  the  product.     The  demand  for 
slaughter  hogs  is  a  derived  demand, 
derived  from  the  demand  for  retail  cuts 
of  pork.     Most  studies  concur  that 
demand  for  pork  at  retail  is  inelastic. 
Given  a  1-percent  change  in  the  price 
of  pork,   the  additional  quantity  of 
pork  moved  at  the  retail  level  would 
change  by  less  than  1  percent.  This 
assumes  no  change  in  the  price/quantity 
relationships  of  competing  items  as 
well  as  consumer  income.  Product 
demand  at  the  farm  level  is  still  less 


responsive  to  price  changes.  The 
suggested  increase  in  1978  pork 
supplies  would  result  in  larger  price 
changes.     And  price  changes  will  be 
more  substantial  at  the  farm  than  at 
retail . 

To  estimate  specific  price  changes  in 
1978  for  both  retail  pork  and  slaughter 
hog  prices,  analysts  (1)   estimates  of 
beef  production,  and  to  a  lesser  extent 
poultry  production,  and  (2)  disposable 
income.     Beef  supplies  may  be  reduced 
about  5  percent  in  1978,  while  moderate 
gains  in  poultry  production  are 
expected.     Pork  and  slaughter  hog 
prices  are  inversely  related  to  changes 
in  competing  meat  supplies.     Also,  a 
moderate  increase  in  disposable  income 
will  limit  the  price  decline.     Here  an 
increase  of  1  percent  in  disposable 
income  results  in  only  slightly  less 
than  a  1-percent  increase  in  pork 
prices,  assuming  all  other  factors  of 
demand  remain  unchanged.     The  combined 
effect  of  these  factors  on  1978  retail 
pork  prices  is  an  estimated  5-percent 
decline. 

Slaughter  hog  prices  will  likely  be 
reduced  a  greater  percentage.  When 
slaughter  volume  is  high  there  may  be 
less  competition  between  packers  to 
attract  supplies  and  marketing  spreads 
tend  to  widen.     Seven  market  prices  for 
slaughter  hogs  may  average  in  the 
middle-$30  range.     A  suggested 
quarterly  pricing  pattern  would  have 
the  highest  average  during  the  spring 
quarter,   this  assuming  some  seasonal 
reduction  in  slaughter.     With  slaughter 
expected  to  increase  both  seasonally 
and  cyclically  during  the  summer  and 
fall,  quarterly  price  averages  may 
decline  throughout  the  balance  of  1978. 
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Selected  price  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


Item 

1976 

1977 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb.  1 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

J  une 

Dollars  per 

100  pounds 

SLAUGHTER  STEERS: 

Omaha; 

Choice,  900-1100  lb  

36.97 

37 

88 

39 

15 

39.9  6 

38.38 

37.98 

37 

28 

40.08 

41.98 

40 

24 

Good,  900-1100  lb  

33.28 

O  D 

12 

36.11 

34.81 

34.75 

34 

34 

36.84 

38.25 

36 

7  7 

California,  Choice  900-1100  lb  

38.75 

39 

00 

40 

62 

41.40 

38.56 

39.44 

40 

15 

42.56 

43.50 

42 

40 

Colorado,  Choice  900-1100  lb  

3  34 

38 

42 

39 

26 

39.9  8 

37.55 

37.76 

37 

40 

4  0.67 

43 . 00 

40 

56 

Texas,  Choice  900-1100  lb  

37^46 

38 

40 

40 

10 

41.10 

38.40 

38.36 

37 

9  1 

41.17 

43.35 

40 

87 

COWS: 

Omaha: 

Commercial  

24.46 

23 

34 

21 

34 

22.39 

23.79 

24.7  1 

27 

64 

28.76 

2  7.40 

26 

47 

Utility  

22.90 

22 

72 

20 

59 

21.62 

22.95 

23.88 

26 

67 

27.63 

26.57 

25 

64 

Cutter  

20.90 

20 

40 

19 

00 

20.18 

21.55 

22.54 

25 

03 

25.98 

24.66 

23 

99 

Canner   

18.62 

18 

01 

16 

96 

18.88 

19.54 

20.59 

22 

86 

24.04 

22.88 

22 

46 

VEALERS: 

Choice,  S.  St.  Paul  

39.84 

47 

25 

44 

90 

49 .58 

53. 12 

5  4.8  8 

56 

26 

52.88 

54.92 

51 

60 

FEEDER  STEERS: 

Kansas  City: 

Choice,  400-500  lb  

38.18 

39 

81 

38 

46 

38.22 

37.99 

41.69 

44 

36 

4  5.72 

45.2  0 

42 

46 

Choice,  600-700  lb  

36.18 

36 

72 

36 

26 

36.23 

36.49 

37.86 

38 

95 

41.69 

41.72 

39 

90 

31.75 

31 

39 

30 

65 

30.47 

31.41 

32.88 

35 

92 

38.30 

38.95 

37 

82 

34.03 

36 

07 

35 

07 

35.19 

34.87 

36.54 

37 

8  1 

41.33 

39.88 

38 

22 

Amarillo: 

Choice,  600-700  lb  

34.81 

35 

04 

34 

69 

35.87 

36.47 

38.00 

38 

60 

41.81 

40.66 

39 

24 

Good,  600-700  lb  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Georgia  Auct  ions: 

Choice,  600-700  lb  

32.30 

31 

81 

30 

69 

32.42 

31.75 

34.50 

35 

95 

37.81 

35.81 

34 

10 

Good,  400-500  lb  

29.70 

31 

00 

28 

62 

30. 17 

30.44 

33.94 

34 

90 

37.25 

35.00 

33 

15 

SLAUGHTER  HOGS: 

Barrows  and  Gilts: 

Omaha: 

Nos.  1  &  2,  200-220  lb  

40.14 

33 

12 

33 

00 

39.17 

40.52 

41.06 

38 

08 

37.66 

42.62 

45 

07 

M/^c    ^  R.  o   oon.o/irt  ik 

40.16 

33 

10 

32 

79 

39.03 

40.45 

41.08 

38 

11 

37.64 

42.60 

44 

98 

39.06 

32 

34 

31 

19 

37.47 

39.05 

40.04 

37 

45 

36.74 

41.44 

43 

41 

39.39 

32 

69 

31 

96 

38.28 

39.65 

40.40 

37 

61 

37.20 

41.94 

44 

06 

39.39 

32 

66 

32 

05 

38 .05 

39 . 5  2 

40.18 

53 

36.97 

41.79 

43 

97 

Sows: 

33.8  1 

D 

O  / 

28.30 

33.58 

35.84 

34 

2  6 

34.09 

36.99 

O  / 

Q  7 

FEEDER  PIGS: 

Nos.  1  &  2,  So.  Mo.,  40-50  lb.  (per  hd.)  .  .  .  . 

21 

75 

21 

17 

24.04 

23.84 

33.24 

38 

58 

41,49 

40.9  1 

35 

18 

O  l_      v.-*  \.J>  1  1  1  tl        1  AAIVIDO. 

Lambs,  Choice,  San  Angelo  

42.88 

44 

25 

45 

50 

4  7 . 69 

52.00 

5  1 .2  5 

55 

70 

59.62 

55.56 

52 

10 

Lambs,  Choice,  So.  St.  Paul   

39.77 

41 

08 

42 

27 

46.32 

51.61 

52.40 

50 

83 

55.05 

57.00 

52 

57 

15.90 

1  D 

12 

16.88 

20.75 

19.25 

22 

1 5 

18.19 

16.62 

00 

Ewes,  Good,  So.  St.  Paul  

12.46 

9 

80 

9 

45 

10.54 

15.90 

16.15 

15 

00 

11.40 

1 1.00 

11 

16 

FEEDER  LAMBS: 

46.65 

47 

31 

49 

67 

5  1.19 

53.56 

54.31 

56 

25 

59.19 

51.38 

46 

15 

43.50 

44 

6i 

43 

56 

51.9  1 

5  7.28 

55.45 

51 

30 

48.00 

47.38 

47 

44 

FARM  PRICES: 

Beef  cattle:   

32.30 

32 

20 

31 

20 

32.40 

32.30 

33.10 

33 

SO 

34.90 

36.10 

34 

.10 

Calves  

32.90 

33 

00 

32 

10 

32.80 

33.70 

35.60 

36 

60 

38.10 

38.50 

36 

00 

39.70 

32 

90 

31 

20 

36.30 

38.00 

39.30 

37 

10 

35.00 

40.70 

41 

90 

12.90 

11 

90 

11 

50 

13.00 

13.30 

13.40 

15 

.00 

14.30 

13. 10 

12 

00 

41.80 

42 

60 

41 

90 

44.70 

48.50 

49.50 

49 

20 

51.00 

55.50 

51 

20 

MEAT  PR  ICES: 

Wholesale: 

Midwest  Markets: 

Steer  beef.  Choice,  600-700  lb  

57.24 

58 

36 

60 

85 

62.52 

60.04 

58.92 

57 

12 

60.54 

64.44 

62 

62 

Heifer  beef.  Choice,  500-600  lb  

56.25 

57 

37 

59 

17 

60.72 

58.60 

57.66 

56 

05 

58.63 

63.02 

61 

84 

Cow  beef,  Canner  and  Cutter  

47.75 

46 

44 

43 

84 

47.60 

49.66 

5  1.09 

54 

94 

56.42 

5  3.31 

52 

42 

Pork  loins,  8-14  lb  

83.43 

72 

55 

66 

83 

73.37 

85.32 

80.66 

72 

36 

73.42 

83.14 

87 

94 

Pork  bellies,  12-14  lb  

63.61 

47 

94 

42 

58 

45.7  1 

51.62 

52.08 

48 

91 

55.23 

57.10 

58 

5  1 

Hams,  sk inned ,  14-17  lb  

72.18 

69 

67 

80 

69 

84.56 

69.15 

72.82 

75 

13 

63.70 

7  0.39 

72 

10 

East  Coast: 

Steer  beef,  Choice  600-700  lb  

60.95 

61 

87 

64 

46 

66.25 

63.66 

62.97 

60 

46 

64.02 

67.50 

66 

00 

Lamb,  Choice  and  Prime,  35-45  lb  

88.88 

92 

98 

93 

25 

97.35 

105.76 

105.04 

110 

60 

1  14.00 

112.83 

106 

38 

Lamb,  Choice  and  Prime,  55-65  lb  

87.13 

89 

23 

86 

12 

90.55 

96.29 

95.44 

92 

15 

1  10.7  5 

109.62 

105 

98 

West  Coast: 

Steer  Beef,  Choice,  600-700  lb  

62.32 

62 

36 

65 

56 

67.72 

64.45 

63.22 

63 

29 

66.26 

68.87 

68 

29 

Retail: 

Beef,  Choice  

1 34.3 

133.5 

135.7 

1  38 .9 

137.5 

1  34. 6 

133.2 

1  34.0 

138.4 

Veal   

172.9 

170.4 

170.1 

169.8 

176.7 

179.3 

177.0 

178.6 

178.5 

132.7 

124.8 

117.5 

1  17.2 

119.6 

121.1 

121.0 

1  18.9 

120.9 

185.7 

184.9 

183.6 

182.6 

181.4 

182.9 

18 

1.3 

178.5 

183.6 

Price  Indexes  (BLS,  1967  =  100) 

Wholesale  meat   

166.2 

158.8 

159.0 

156.1 

165.4 

163.4 

160.5 

159.6 

172.1 

177.4 

172.7 

169.7 

167.4 

169.9 

171.3 

170.8 

170.1 

171.3 

Beef  and  veal   

162.3 

158.7 

159.4 

160.7 

162.1 

161.5 

160.7 

161.2 

162.8 

Pork   

200.7 

191.7 

182.4 

174.7 

180.1 

185.1 

184.1 

181.7 

182.0 

178.0 

176.7 

174.5 

171.8 

172.6 

173.6 

174.5 

173.7 

175.7 

LIVESTOCK-FEED  R AT  1  OS,  OMAHA ' 

14.3 

16.1 

18.0 

17.4 

16.1 

16.0 

15.9 

17.5 

19.0 

19.2 

15.1 

13.7 

14.4 

16.4 

16.4 

16.8 

15.9 

16.0 

18.8 

20.7 

'  St.  LjOuis  N.S.Y.,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  S.  St.  Paul,  and  Indianapolis.  "Prior  to  Oct.,  1975,  Chicago 
Market.  ^  Bushels  of  No.  2  Yellow  Corn  equivalent  in  value  of  100  pounds  liveweight. 
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Selected  marketings,  slaughter  and  stock  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


1  tem 

Unit 

1976 

1977 

July 



Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb.  1 

1 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

FEDERALLY  INSPECTED: 

,  

Slaughter: 

Cattle 

1,000  head 

3,220 

3,388 

3,435 

3,336 

3, 154 

3,205 

3,272 

3,041 

.3  ,0  .jU 

o  ,Uo  o 

3,054 

Steers  .   

1,000  head 

1,527 

1.574 

1 ,520 

1 ,4o^ 

1,296 

1 ,422 

1,374 

1    c;  7 

1   yl  P  Is 
1  ,'♦0  D 

1 ,488 

Heifers 

1,000  head 

869 

964 

965 

880 

884 

941 

859 

QA'\ 

Q  O 

8  42 

C  ow  s 

1,000  head 

7  48 

790 

869 

fi  A  "3 
o  o  o 

9  04 

Q  Q  "3 

(3  y  J 

848 

745 

/  '+0 

o^iy 

654 

Bulls  and  stags 

1,000  head 

7  6 

80 

82 

7  4 

74 

67 

6 1 

63 

69 

67 

7  0 

Calves 

1,000  head 

346 

37  3 

409 

39  4 

388 

42  0 

406 

38  0 

45  7 

389 

353 

Sheep  and  lambs 

1,000  head 

525 

563 

62  2 

5  56 

517 

534 

499 

46  1 

579 

5  39 

474 

Hogs 

1,000  head 

4,905 

5 ,9  68 

6,361 

6,929 

7,110 

6,52  5 

5 ,333 

5 ,825 

7,236 

5,400 

5 ,37  7 

Percentage  sows 

Percent 

5 

5 

5 

5 

6 

6 

5 

6 

5 

4 

5 

Average  liveweight  per 

head 

C  attle 

Pound  s 

1,026 

1,026 

1,029 

1,032 

1,036 

1,037 

1,044 

1,043 

1,048 

1,042 

1,037 

Calves  

Pounds 

227 

226 

222 

2  30 

227 

237 

247 

210 

195 

19  5 

2  09 

Sheep  and  lambs  

Pounds 

1 04 

1 06 

108 

ill 

112 

1 12 

i  1 3 

114 

114 

1 12 

1 06 

Hogs 

Po  u  nd  s 

238 

236 

2  36 

2  38 

243 

239 

236 

233 

234 

236 

239 

Average  dressed  weight 

Beef 

Pou  nd  s 

613 

615 

614 

611 

6  iO 

611 

617 

608 

614 

614 

6-2 

Veal 

Pou  nd  s 

131 

X  29 

128 

131 

i  30 

138 

143 

125 

115 

114 

123 

Lamb  and  mutton 

Pound  s 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

56 

57 

57 

58 

56 

52 

Pork 

Po  u  nd  s 

166 

165 

164 

165 

1 69 

167 

i  65 

167 

167 

159 

171 

Lard 

Po  u  nd  s 

15 

14 

14 

14 

15 

14 

14 

N.A. 

N  .A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

Prod  uction  :** 

Beef 

Mil.  lb . 

1,969 

2,076 

2,104 

2 ,03 1 

1,9  18 

1,95  1 

2,012 

1,841 

2.034 

1,855 

1 ,859 

Veal 

Mil.  lb. 

45 

48 

52 

51 

50 

57 

57 

46 

52 

43 

42 

Lamb  and  mutton 

Mil.  lb. 

27 

29 

33 

31 

29 

30 

29 

26 

33 

30 

24 

Pork  

Mil.  lb. 

8  14 

982 

1,042 

1,143 

1,199 

1,089 

962 

968 

1,208 

1,07  7 

1,001 

Lard  

Mil.  lb. 

72 

84 

88 

101 

1 05 

92 

80 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

COMMERCIAL: 

Slaughter: ' 

Cattle 

1 ,000  head 

3,484 

3,6/6 

3,7  49 

3,660 

3,492 

3,5 10 

3,546 

3,299 

3,616 

3,272 

3,299 

Calves 

1,000  head 

411 

443 

49  5 

480 

466 

49  0 

478 

443 

519 

44  5 

4 19 

Sheep  and  lambs 

1,000  head 

5  47 

585 

646 

574 

534 

55  1 

5  14 

47  4 

595 

552 

492 

Hogs 

1,000  head 

5,131 

6,215 

6,63  / 

7 ,2  J  1 

/,458 

6,880 

6,117 

6,096 

7,545 

6,658 

6,134 

Prod  uction: 

Beef 

Mil.  lb . 

2,111 

2,233 

2,274 

2  2-  03 

2,095 

2,113 

2,160 

1 ,98 1 

2,188 

1,990 

1,99 1 

Veal  

Mil.  lb. 

63 

67 

7  5 

75 

72 

77 

77 

63 

7 1 

59 

6  J. 

Lamb  and  mutton 

Mil.  lb. 

28 

30 

34 

31 

30 

3  J 

29 

27 

34 

31 

25 

Pork  

Mil.  lb. 

847 

1 ,020 

1 ,084 

1,188 

1,255 

1,147 

1 ,00/ 

1,013 

1,255 

1,12  0 

1,044 

Lard  

Mil.  lb. 

87 

9 1 

103 

1 08 

9  5 

83 

N.A. 

N.A. 

8  5 

85 

COLD  STORAGE  STOCKS 

FIRST  OF  MONTH:^ 

Beef  

Mil.  lb. 

407 

394 

37  3 

394 

414 

443 

454 

474 

47  4 

493 

471 

Veal  

Mil.  lb. 

8 

8 

8 

9 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 1 

11 

13 

Lamb  and  mutton   

Mil.  lb. 

12 

14 

15 

17 

16 

17 

15 

14 

14 

12 

13 

Pork  

Mil.  lb 

236 

195 

170 

189 

216 

235 

212 

197 

200 

223 

251 

Total  meat  and  meat 

prod  ucts^ 

Mil.  lb. 

727 

675 

620 

663 

7  11 

755 

733 

745 

755 

795 

818 

FOREIGN  TRADE: 

Imports:  (carcass  weight) 

Beef  and  veal   

Mil.  lb. 

165 

167 

203 

190 

141 

88 

143 

172 

150 

157 

157 

Pork  

Mil.  lb. 

39 

27 

29 

33 

34 

34 

35 

30 

39 

38 

35 

Lamb  and  mutton   

Mil.  lb. 

4 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

Exports:  (carcass  weight) 

Beef  and  veal   

Mil.  lb. 

7.7  1 

6.85 

7.77 

8.55 

7.23 

6.86 

6.29 

7.54 

8.55 

5.96 

7.34 

Pork  

Mil.  lb. 

19.92 

22.48 

25.64 

32.54 

26.07 

21.37 

18.23 

21.03 

27.55 

21.58 

25.54 

Lamb  and  mutton   

Mil.  lb. 

.34 

.31 

.56 

.55 

.40 

.35 

.34 

.33 

.73 

.33 

.5  ^ 

Live  animal  imports: 

Cattle   

Number 

29,295  23,893  29,670  34,855138,035259,316  106,120  64,091 

77,295 

84,694109,891 

Hogs  

Number 

5,120 

5,238 

4,277 

2,766 

2,730 

2,884 

2,900  2,606 

5.043 

2.498 

2.772 

Number 

104 

33 

67 

1,569 

1,129 

473 

0  0 

118  59 

22 

Live  animal  exports: 

Cattle  

Number 

18,162 

23,127 

21,378 

16,966 

12,401 

7,417 

6,080 

4,329 

5,951 

6,374 

7,166 

Number 

395 

293 

1,072 

532 

1,715 

1,181 

626 

567 

1,004 

1,045 

312 

Sheep  and  lambs  

Number 

23,481 

21,363 

19,538 

16,899 

16,567 

20,254 

6,900 

15,779 

20,894  23,870 

17,945 

'  Federally  inspected  and  other  commercial.  ^Beginning  Jan.  1977  excludes  beef  and  pork  stocks  in  cooler.  ^Includes  stocks  of 
canned  meats  in  cooler  in  addition  to  the  meats  listed.  "  Data  not  reported  by  SRS: 
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